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CHELTENHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAfi  1951 


To  the  Chairman  ard.  Members  of  the 
Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1951  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District.  The 
Report  includes  a section  by  Mr.  E.H. Rosser,  Surveyor 
and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Vital  Statistics  again  reflect  on  the  well  being 
of  the  community.  The  Death  Rale  is  lower  and  the 
Birth  Rate  higher  than  the  rates  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 
The  Infantile  iVi0rtality  Rate  has  fallen  to  the  remarkably 
low  figure  of  15. 5 s as  compared  with  the  national  rate  of 
29.6.  It  is  the  lowest  rate  which  has  ever  been  recorded 
in  the  Rural  District. 


Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  housing,  no 
less  than  387  houses  have  been  built  in  the  District 
during  the  year,  homes  for  some  1,500  people,  whereas  the 
increase  in  population  was  only  820. 


The  financial  s trictures  which  have  had  to  be  made 
throughout  the  country  have  caused  the  postponement  of 
sewage  schemes  in  various  villages. 

The  change  in  policy  as  far  as  this  District  is 
concerned  has  come  at  a very  askward  time.  It  is  often 
said,  perhaps  with  .justification,  that  sewerage  should  be 
provided  before  a piped  water  supply.  The  Council  have 
recently  provided  a piped  water  supply  to  each  village; 
householders  are  making  full  use  of  the  abundant  water 
supply  and  installing  sanitary  fittings  of  all  types  in 
their  houses.  The  deficiencies  of  the  rudimentary 
sewerage  arrangements  are  becoming  more  and  more  evident. 

Only  at  Snowshill  has  permission  been  given  by  the 
Minister  for  the  sewerage  scheme  to  proceed.  In  this 
village  important  water  supplies  are  at  risk  of  pollution. 


I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  help  and  consideration  and  to  the  staff  for  their 
loyal  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


I 


am 


, Mr  . Chai  rman 
Your  obedient 


& 


Ladies  & 
ervant , 


^entl emen , 


STE1HEN  KNIGHT. 

Medical.  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1952. 
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CHELTENHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  81,940 

Regis brar-General ’ s es bimabe  of  mid-year 

Home  Populabion  (including  Members  £ 22,9^0 

Armed  Forces) 

Number  of  Inhabibed  Houses  (according  bo 

rabe  book)  6,452 

Rabeablp  Value  £152,828 

Sum  represenbed  by  a penny  rabe  (1951/52)  £620 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Tobal 

Male 

Female 

Legi bimabe 

575 

190 

185 

I lie  gi  bimabe 

14 

6 

8 

Tobal 

587 

196 

191 

Birbh  Rabe  per  1,000 

of  bhe  populabion 

• 0 

• 

16.8 

Area  Comparabiliby  Facbor  (Bir bhs) 

0 • • 

• 

1.01 

Correcbed  Birbh  Rabe 

• ••  # • • •• 

• • • 

• 

17.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legibimabe 

. 

4 

5 

1 

Illegibimabe 

— 

— 

— 

Tobal 

Sbill  Birbh  Rabe  per 

1,000  of  bhe 

4 

5 

1 

populabion 

Sbill  Birbh  Rabe  per 

• • • 0 • • a • 

1,000  bobal  (live 

• • • 

• 

0.17 

and  sbill)  birbhs 

• • 0 • 00 

# • • 

. 

10.2 

DEATHS 

246 

125 

125 

Deabh  Rabe  per  1,000  of  bhe  populabion  ...  10.7 

Area  Comparability  Facbor  (Deabhs)  ...  ...  0.95 

Correcbed  Deabh  Rabe  (0.95  x 10.7)  . . ..  10.0 

NO.  50  DEATHS  FROM  PREGNANCY,  CHILDBIRTH , AEORTION 

Rabe  per  1,000  Tobal 
Deabhs  (Live  & Sbill)  Bir  bhs 

Nil.  Nil. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

(infantile  I'eabh  Rabe) 

To  bal  Male  Female 

Legibimabe  642 

Illegibimabe  - 

Tobal  642 

All  Causes  per  1,000  Live  Bir  bhs  15.5 
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DEATHS  OE  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 

ni  onabal  Morbaliby) 

Tobal  Male  ^emale 

Legi  bimabe 
Illegi  bimabe 

Tobal  * 3 3 

All  Causes,  per  1,000  Live  Birbhs  ...  7»75 

POPULATION 

The  Regis brar- General  has  esbimabed  bhe  population  for 
bhe  mid-year  1931  bo  be  22,940,  an  increase  of  820  over  1930. 
The  accuracy  of  bhe  esbimabe  is  of  course  confirmed  by  bhe 
1931  census  when  bhe  populab;on  was  found  b o be  22,607* 

The  nabural  increase  in  populabion,  bhe  excess  of  birbhs 
over  deabhs,  was  141. 

The  new  housing  es babes  of  bhe  Chelbenham  Corporation 
in  bhe  Rural  Disbricb  have  played  a large  parb  in  bringing 
aboub  bhe  increase  in  populabion. 

BIRTH  RATE 


387  children  were  born  during  bhe  year,  a decrease  of  18; 
bhe  Birbh  Rabe  being  16.8  as  compared  wibh  15.3  for -bhe  counbry 
as  a whole  and  18.3  lasb  year. 

DEATH  RATE 


Deabhs  numbered  246  as  againsb  225  bhe  previous  year. 

The  Deabh  Rabe  is  10.7  and  compares  favourably  wibh  bhe  nabional 
rabe  of  12.5 

INFANT  MORTAL  ITY 


Six  of  bhe  387  children  born  died  in  bheir  firsb  year 
making  an  Infanbile  Morbaliby  Rabe  of  15.5  deaths  per  1,000 
live  birbhs.  This  is  a record  low  figure  and  compares 
favourably  wibh  bhe  nabional  rabe  of  29-6  which  ibself  improves 
each  year. 

The  Infanbile  Morbaliby  Rabe  is  bhe  best  index  of  bhe 
social  circums bances  in  an  area  and  reflecbs  on  housing,  over- 
crowding, sanibabion,  mabernal  ignorance  and  neglecb,  and 
einploymenb  of  married  women. 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

Half  bhe  infanbile  deabhs  book  place  in  bhe  neonabal 
period,  wibhin  four  weeks  of  birbh.  Neonabal  deabhs  form 
bhe  hard  core  of  infanbile  morbaliby.  The  remarkable 
improvemenb  in  bhe  fall  of  bhe  infanbile  morbaliby  rabe  is 
wholly  due  bo  a saving  of  life  afber  bhe  firsb  month.  Deabh 
of  bhe  infanb  shorbl.y  afber  birbh  is  of  ben  due  bo  premaburiby 
and  bhe  cause  of  deabh  is  bound  up  wibh  bhe  healbh  of  bhe 
mo bhe r in  pregnancy  and  confinemenb. 

CANCER 


Cancer  deabhs  numbered  39,  an  increase  of  7 over  1950. 
Deabhs  from  cancer  would  nob  be  so  numerous  if  medical  advice 
were  soughb  in  bhe  early  sbages  of  disease.  Four  oub  of  five 
pabienbs  breabed  in  bhe  early  s bage  for  cancer  of  bhe  breasb 
are  alive  and  well  afber  bhree  years. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


in 


1. 

.2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 
13. 
16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23- 

24. 

25. 

26. 
2-7. 
28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


The  following  bable  shows  the  causes  of  death  as  given 
the  Registrar-General’s  statistics: 


Males  Females 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other  1 

Syphilitic  disease  2 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  cough 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  poliomyelitis  - 

Measles 


Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  - 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms  13 

Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 

Diabetes  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  10 

Coronary  disease,  angina  13 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  3 

Other  heart  disease  28 

Other  circulatory  disease  4 

Influenza  ' 1 

Fneumoria  • 4 

Bronchitis  1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  s tomach  and  duodenum  2 

Gastritis , enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  13 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  6 

All  other  accidents  1 

Suicide  2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


1 


2 

3 
2 

12 

1 

2 

19 

5 

5 

31 

5 

4 
1 

7 

1 


2 


2 

15 

3 


To  tal 


123  123 


Total  both  male  and  female  ...  ...  246 


BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT  FOR  THE' LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Birth  Rate 

(per  ,1,000  population) 

Death  ^abe 

(per  1,000  population) 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  Live  Bir ths ) (Deaths 
of  Infants  under  1 year) 


1947 

1948 

1949 

12^0 

1951 

20.6 

19.8 

17.3 

18. 3 

16.8 

13.4 

1 — 1 

0 

• 

00 

11.5 

10.2 

10.7 

35. 

38. 

27. 

24.7 

15.5 

-4- 


MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES, 

ETC. 

ARE 

GIVEN  BELOW 

126  C.Bs. 
England  & Great 

County 

of 

Che  It  en‘ 

& Wales 

Towns 

Glos  • 

R.D. 

Live  Bir  ths 

15.5 

17.3 

15.5 

16.8 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 
popula  tion) 

0.56 

0.4-5 

0.17 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000 
population) 

12.5 

13.4 

11.98 

10.7 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
(Deaths  of  Infants  Hnder 
1 Yr.)  (Per  1,000  Live 

29.6 

55.9 

26.59 

15.5 

Bir  ths) 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
(Deaths  of  Infants  under 
1 Month)  (Per  1,000  Live 
bi  rths) 

17.55 

7.75 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AN  OTHER  L'l  SEA  SES 


INFECTIOUS  : 

DISEASES 

NOTIFIED 

DURING 

i — 1 

LA 

(A 

1 1 

- 

(Excludi 

ng 

Tube 

rculosis ) 

Under 
1 Yr. 

M.  F. 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

I - 

M. 

8 

5 

F. 

1 

5 - 

Mi. 

15 

■ 15 

F. 

15 

15  - 25 

M.  F. 

- 1 

25  and 
Upwards 

M.  F. 

Age 

Not 

Known  To 

M.  F.  M. 

- - 21. 

tal 

T.1 

£ . 

15 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — — 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

5 

15 

10 

6 

10 

— — 

— 

— 

1-25 

25 

Measles  1 

1 

27 

24 

28 

52 

5 - 

2 

5 

- - 61 

60 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— — 

9 

8 

- - 15 

12 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 1 

— 

1 

— — — 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ — 

— 

— 

- - 1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

5 

5 

1’ 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

- - 4 

4 

Puerpe ral 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — — 

— 

Poliomyeli tis 
Paralytic  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 - 

— 

— 

- - 1 

~ 

Non-Paralytic  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

- - 1 

~ 

SCARLET  FEVER 

There  were  56  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  an  increase  of  3 on 
the  previous  year.  The  local  case  rate,  1.7  poo  1,000  of  the 
population,-  is  slightly  higher  than  the  national  rate,  1.1,  but 
both  the  severity  and  the  incidence  of  this  disease  continue  to 
decline  and  no  deaths  occurred. 


DIPHTHERIA 


No  cases  occurred. 
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MEASLES 


Measles  was  nob  so  prevalent  in  the  district  as  last 
year,  cases  numbered  121,  a decrease  of  86.  The  incidence 
in  the  district  was  much  less  than  elsewhere,  the  local  rate 
being  5*5  compared  with  the  general  rate  of  14.1  per  1,000 
popula  bi on. 

No  deaths  occurred. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 


46  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified,  5 less  than 
last  year,  the  local  rate  being  2.1  against  the  national  rate 
of  3«37»  There  were  no  deaths. 

POLIO  M YE  LI  TI S 


Poliomyelitis  was  not  -nrevalenb  during  the  year,  only 
one  paralytic  case  and  one  non-paralytic  case  teingno  bif ied  and 
confirmed . 

DYSENTERY 

Three  of  the  eight  cases  of  dysentery  occurred  in  one 
household  and  were  infected  by  a convalescent  carrier.  All 
cases  were  of  the  mild  Sonne  type.  This  infection  is  very 

much  more  prevalent  today  than  would  appear  from  the  number 
of  notifications,  bub  the  illness  is  so  mild  that  few  cases 
are  notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  25,  was  a 
considerable  increase  over  18  in  the  previous  year.  Some 
of  these  cases  have  been  brought  bo  notice  by  mass  radiography 

In  contrast,  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  few,  there 
being  only  2. 

New  Cases 

Children 
0-4  5-14 

Pulmonary  2 

Non-pulmonary  - 2 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary  11  2 

Tuberculosis  Register 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register,  31sb  December,  1951? 
was  as  follows 

Pulmonary  Non-  -Pulmonary  All  forms 

Male  Female  Total  Male  ~ Female  Total  Total . 

64  31  95  11  14  25  120 

Both  deaths  were  of  children  who  died  from  tuberculous 
meningitis.  A disease  contracted  by  living  in  close  associa 
tion  with  infectious  adults.  Modern  treatment  has  brought 
about  a marked  fall  in  the  dearth  rate  from  tuberculosis. 
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All  Persons 

20 

5 


Adequate  accommodation  is  the  most  important  factor. m 

preventing  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  in  an  infected  family. 

it  is  most  imperative  that  the  patient  should  have  a bedroom 

to  himself. 

« ’ 

Medical  recommendations  for  rehousing  are  concerned 
usually  only  with  the  patient.  In  the  case  of  tuberculosis, 
however,  there  is  a greater  urgency  if  the  patient  is  infectious 
and  children  or  young  adults  are  at  risk  because  of  bad. housing 
conditions.  Here  the  health  of  more  than  one  person  is 
involved.  When  these  conditions  exist  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  makes  representations  to  the  Council  and  the  family 
receives  a high  priority  for  rehousing. 


FOOD  POISONING 


fa)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  ...  ...  . . . 

(b)  Number  of  -cases  • ...  ...  ...  . . . 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  

(d)  Organisms  or  other  agents  responsible,  with 
number  of  outbreaks  attributable  to  each  ... 

(e)  Foods  involved,  with  number  of  outbreaks 

association  with,  each  food  ...  ...  . . . 


1 

1 


Salmonella 
Typhi -murium 

Unknown. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
CLEAN  FOOD 


Only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified.  The 
National  Campaign  for  Clean  Food  is  having  effect.  Public 
opinion  is  aroused  and  the  general  public  is  demanding  clean 
methods  in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food. 


The  risks  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  are  increased 
greatly  where  there  is  communal  feeding  as  in  restaurants, 
factories  and  schools.  The  absence  of  such  outbreaks  testifies 
to  the  careful  technique  which  is  observed  in  the  kitchens  of 
these  places. 


The  minimum  requirements  for  food  premises,  such  as  shops, 
as  to  sanitary  provision,  ventilation  and  cleanliness  are  laid 
down  in  Section  13  of  this  Act.  Now  that  the  County  Council 
have  delegated  to  the  Council  powers  under  sub-sections  3?  H and 
3 of  Section  38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  the  Council  is  responsible 
also  for  lighting,  washing  facilities  and  facilities  for  employees’ 
meals  in  shops. 

The  Council  has  adopted  byelaws  for  the  handling,  wrapping 
and  delivery  of  food  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

Systematic  inspection  of  food  shops  is  being  carried  out, 
proprietors  are  required  to  bring  their  shops  up  to  the  statutory 
standard  and  food  handlers  called  upon  to  exercise  scrupulous 
cl eanliness . 


In  pursuance  of  the  Clear  Food  Campaign  there  has  been  a 
general  feeling  that  dogs  should  not  be  allowed  in  food  shops. 

The  Minister  of  Food  considered  that  in  dealing  with  this  problem 
an  appeal  to  the  public  and  the  food  craae  would  be  more  successful 
than  prohibitive  regulation. 

The  Council,  acting  on  the  Minister’s  recommendation,  have 
asked  food  traders  to  display  a notice  signed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  requesting  customers  not  to  bring  dogs  into 
food  premises . 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATI ON 
(in  relation  bo  child  population) 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1931: 


Under 

Age  at  31.12.51  1 Yr 
e.g.  born  in  Yr.1951 

1 

1950 

2 

1949 

3 

1948 

4 5 

1947  42 

- 9 10-14 

- 46  37  - 41 

Total 

No.  Immunised  (28 

Total  No.  ( 

Immunised  ( 

257 

236 

1,079 

297 

261) ( 1 , 

)( 

)( 

389  1,1 U) 

2,532  ] 

3,611 

Estimated  mid-year 
population  1951 

3,078 

3,331 

5,409 

Number  of  Child  Immunised  in  1951s 
Primary  - 429  Maintenance  - 247 

This  district,  in  common  with  many  others,  was  free  from 
diphtheria  during  the  year  owing  to  the  success  of  the  Campaign  for 
immunisation  against  diphtheria. 

The  very  success  of  the  campaign  tends  to  lull  people  into  a 
sense  of  false  security,  believing  quite  wrongly  that  the  disease  has 
been  eliminated.  Elsewhere  outbreaks  have  occurred  and  would  do 
so  here  should  the  proportion  of  immune  persons  fall. 

Many  young  parents,  nowadays,  are  unacquainted  with  the  severity 
of  the  disease,  so  the  Campaign  needs  to  be  pushed  with  the  utmost 
vigour,  if  they  are  to  realise  that  diphtheria  is  a deadly  threat 
and  to  be  persuaded  to  have  their  children  immunised. 

Although  429  children  were  immunised  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  209  in  1950  the  percentage  of  immunised  children  fell  from  69 
to  67  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  child  population  and  the  high 
percentage  of  immunised  children  in  the  15-year  age  group,  which 
is  no  longer  counted. 

Only  28  babies  out  of  387  were  immunised  before  their  first 
birthday;  the  object  of  the  Campaign  is  to  get  75%  of  babies 
immunised  before  they  are  a year  old.  It  is  when  this  state  of 
immunity  is  reached  and  maintained  that  the  danger  of  outbreaks 
will  pass. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


Section  47  : Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  persons  in  need  of 

Care  and  Attention 

No  application  was  made  to  the  Court  under  this  Section  for  the 
removal  of  aged  or  infirm  people  living  in  insanitary  circumstances 
and  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  not  receiving  from  other 
people,  proper  care  and  attention. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  a number  of  cases  of  this  type  but  the 
Home  Help  service  was  able  to  provide  for  the  need  of  these  lonely 
old  people  and  enable  them  to  carry  on  in  their  own  homes. 

The  activities  of  Old  People's  Clubs  are  particularly  valuable 
in  preventing  bad  conditions  arising.  Absentees  from  the  meetings 
are  visited  and  help,  if  required,  is  given  at  an  early  stage  when 
it  is  most  useful. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  Ambulance  Service  is  operabed  by  the  County  Council. 
There  is  a control  station  in  Cheltenham.  The  Ambulance 
may  be  obtained  by  telephoning  Cheltenham  $112  and  in  emergency 
dialing  "999"  or  ”0”  bo  the  local  Exchange  and  asking  for 
"Ambulance  Service”. 

A Hospital  Car  Service  is  operabed;  forty-eight 

hours  notice  should  be  given  of  the  requirements,  and  requests 
for  this  Service  made  .to  the  Control  Station  at  Cheltenham. 

The  Service  is  available  for  baking  patients  bo  and  from 
appointments  in  connection  with  the  National  Health  Service 
when  public  transport  is  nob  possible. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

This  Service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council.  The 
Home  Help  bakes  over  the  running  of  the  home  when  the  house- 
wife is  temporarily  incapacitated,  A charge  according  bo 

a scale  of  assessment  is  made  for  the  Service. 

Appeals  for  assistance  from  the  Home  Help  Service  should 
be  made  bo  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  North  East  Area, 
Council  Offices,  Copt  Elm  Road,  Charlton  Kings,  Telephone  No. 
Cheltenham  5374-6. 


NURSING  IN  THE  .HOME 


•The  area  is  covered  by  the  District  Nursing  Association 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Council.  Information  is 
available  from  the  Council  Offices  or  the  Divisional  Health 
Office,  North  East  Area,  Council  Offices,  Copt  Elm  Road, 
Charlton  Kings,  Telephone  No.  Cheltenham  55746. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

Alderbon 
Apperley 
Ashchurch 
Bishops  Cleeve 
Dumbleton 
Presbbury 
Leek hamp bon 
The  Reddings 
Shurdingbon 
3 banway 

The  Park , Stoke  Orchard 

Twyning 

Winchcombe 

Wit  combe  & Bentham 


4bh  Wednesday 

2nd  Wed.  & last  Thursday. 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

Wednesdays 

4th  Friday 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesdays 

Fridays 

2nd  & 4bh  Thursdays 
1st  & $rd  Wednesdays 
2nd  Fri day 
Alternate  Tuesdays 
Alternate  Thursdays 
Alternate  Tuesdays 
2nd  & 4bh  Mondays 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


HOUSING 


The  following  cable  sets  oub  bhe  number  of  new  houses 
builb  in  bhe  posb-war  years: 

New  Houses  Complebed  Tobal  ab 


1946 

i 

CO 

1 — 1 

' 1 

1949  1950 

1 — 1 

U~N 

1 1 

1 

31.12.51 

Permanenb  Houses, 
Chelbenham  R.D.C. 

14 

44 

54 

79 

80 

100 

571 

Temporary  Houses, 

Che  1 b e nham  R.D.C  . 

40 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

45 

Housing  Unibs,  Former/-, 

Camp  Sibes  (Less 

O (\J 

o^co 

4 11 

dwellings 

4 6) 

demolished) 

164 

Privabe  Enberprise 

— 

— 

— 

14 

10 

27 

51 

Bishops  Cleeve  Housing 
Associabion 

— 

— 

27 

66 

52 

105 

248 

Chelbenham  Corporabion 

— 

50 

95 

27 

24 

151 

527 

lb  will  be  nobed  bhab  each  body  building  houses  in  bhe 
Disbricb  complebed  many  more  in  1951  bhan  in  previous  years. 

HOUSING  ACT , 1949 

Secbion  20 

This  secbion  empowers  local  aubhoribies  br  make  granbs 
bo  privabe  owners  for  bhe  provision  of  dwellings  by  conversion 
of  houses  or  obher  buildings  and  for  bhe  improvemenb  of 
exisbing  houses.  The  houses  musb  have  an  esbimabed  life  of 
3-0  years,  and  bhe  sbandard  of  accoinmodabion  provided  musb 
approximabe  bo  bhab  of  a new  Council  house  afber  bhe  improve- 
menbs  have  been  carried  oub. 

The  granb  is  for  fifby  percenb  of  bhe  oublay  and  bhe 
owner  is  enbibled  bo  increase  bhe  renb  bo  give  a re  burn  of 
6%  on  his  share. 

The  secbion  was  intended  bo  be  used  as  a means  whereby 
bhe  general  sbandard  of  housing  in  a disbricb  mighb  be  raised. 
Only  bwo  applicabions  were  made  in  1951  whereas  some  1,000 
houses  in  bhe  disbricb  are  in  need  of  bhorough  reconditioning. 
The  financial  sbringency  of  bhe  presenb  bime  precludes  any 
exbensive  use  being  made  of  bhis  secbion. 


Tobal  number  of  applicabions  received  2. 

Applicabions  approved  by  bhe  Minis bry 

of  Healbh  1. 

Applicabions  disapproved  by  bhe 

Minisbry  of  Healbh  1. 

Applicabions  nob  submibbed  bo  bhe 

Minisbry  of  Healbh  Nil. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1956  - SECTION  269 

Moveable  Dwellings 

In  spibe  of  bhe  large  number  of  new  houses  provided, 
bhe  number  of  caravans  conbinues  bo  increase.  All  bub  a 
few  are  used  as  permanenb  houses. 

This  secbion  of  bhe  Public  Healbh  Acb  requires  bhe 
Council  bo  issue  a licence  for  a caravan  if  arrangemenbs  for 
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waber  supply,  refuse  disposal  and  sanibabion  are  sabisfacbory. 

The  sibing  of  a caravan  may  affecb  bhe  amenibies  in  b he 
viciniby  and  permission  under  bhe  Town  planning  Acb  is  also 
necessary . 

The  sibes,  excepb  for  bhose  occupied  by  gypsies,  have 
been  kepb  clean  and  bidy;  all  applicabion  for  renewal  of 
bhe  annual  licences  were  granted. 

Licences  were  issued  as  follows: 

Caravans 


Sibes  owned  by  Council,  provision  for  20 
Sibes  owned  privabely,  provision  for  57 
Individual  caravans  77 
Tobal  154 


Proceedings  were  insbibubed  by  bhe  Council  for  an  Order 
for  bhe  ababemenb  of  a nuisance  on  land  occupied  by  gypsies. 

The  Order  was  made  ab  bhe  Tewkesbury  Police  Courb  and  an 
appeal  agains b bhis  Order  dismissed  wibh  cosbs  by  bhe  Appeals 
Commib bee  of  bhe  Glouces bershire  Quarter  Sessions.  • 

In  connecbion  wibh  bhe  same  .land  an  appeal  agains b bhe 
Council’s  decision  nob  bo  granb  bo  a licence  co  sbabion 
moveable  dwellings  was  dismissed  ab  bhe  Tewkesbury  Police  Courb. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Council's  supply  has  been  sabisfacbory  both  in 
qualiby  and  quantity.  T'hirbeen  samples  for  bac beriological 
and  chemical  analyses  were  baken  from  bhe  springs  feeding  bhe 
Area  Scheme.  Anobher  four  samples  were  baken  ab  various 
consumer  poinbs;  all  bhese  samples  were  found  bo  be 
sabisfacbory. 

Thirby-one  samples  were  baken  from  privabe  supplies,  only 
five  of  bhese  were  sabisfacbory.  Appropriate  acbion  was  baken 
in  each  case.  Three  of  bhe  properbies  were  connecbed  even- 
bually  bo  bhe  public  main. 


No . of 

No. of  Houses 

No.  of  Houses 

Parish 

Houses 

supplied 

direcb  inbo 

Supplied  by 
means  of 

1 

houses 

Sbandpipes 

Alder bon 

Ashchurch  (including 

As  bon  Cross,  Asbon- 
on-Carranb , Fiddingbon 
and  pamingbon) 
Badgeworbh  (including 

129 

118 

7 

260 

246 

7 

Ben bham  & Reddings) 
Boddingbon  (including 

406 

337 

— 

Hayden) 

75 

74 

— 

Bishops  Cleeve 

516 

505 

2 

* Buckland  ( inc .Laver bon) 

74 

67 

7 

Coberley 

Cowley  (Birdlip  public, 
Cowley  privabe  supply) 
Deerhursb  (inc . Apperl ey 

73 

12 

98 

83 

— 

& Walbon  Hill) 

* Dumble bon  (inc.  Greab 
Washbourne  & ‘Little 

201 

108 

2 

Washbourne ) 

162 

154 

_ 

Elms  bone  Hardwicke 

60 

53 

5 

Carried  forward  2054  1757  3 Q 
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* 

* 


* 


* 

* 


* 


Parish 


Brought  forward 
Go  bheringbon 
Great  Wi bcombe 
Hawling 

Leigh  (includes  Coombe 
Hill) 

Leckhampbon 

Oxen bon  (inc .Wools bone ) 

Prescott 

Presbbury 

Shur  di  ngbon 

Snowshill 

S out ham 

Stanton 

St an way 

Sbaver bon 

Stoke  Orchard  (including 
Tredingbon) 

Sud  e ley  ( includi ng 
Charlton  Abbobbs) 
Swindon  (including 
Brockhampbon) 

Tedding  bin  (inc .Als bone ) 
Toddingbon 
Twyning 
Ucking  bon 
Up  Habherley 
Walton  Cardiff 
Winchcombe  (including 
Grebbon  & Greet) 

Woodma  nc  o be 


No . of 

No.  of  Houses 

Houses 

supplied 

direct  into 

houses 

2,054 

1,757 

110 

88 

31 

20 

30 

36 

93 

91 

295 

240 

50 

29 

30 

21 

874 

825 

205 

151 

57 

33 

130 

130 

84 

78 

140 

139 

124 

113 

164 

163 

35 

33 

104 

96 

53 

53 

128 

128 

245 

77 

87 

82 

H7 

47 

15 

15 

842 

815 

403 

401 

Total 


6,452  5,661 


* Private  or  part  private  piped  supplies. 


No.  of  Houses 

supplied  by 

means  of 
standpipes 

30 

10 

A 


3 


3 


4 

6 


2 


19 


83 
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CHELTENHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  by  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 

on  the  work  of  his  Department  for  the  year  1951 • 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  of 
the  work  of  the  Department  for  which  I am  responsible  to  the 
Council . 

The  activities  of  the  Council  have  continued  to  increase, 
and  in  the  succeeding  part  of  the  report  I propose  to  deal  with 
various  duties  under  separate  headings  unless  they  have  already 
been  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HOUSING 

This  continues  to  be  a major  problem  and  undoubtedly  will 
remain  so  for  some  years  to  come. Although  the  number  of  applic- 
ations for  Council  Houses  is  25  lv.ss  than  a year  ago  there  is 
still  a long  waiting  list,  and  also  a long  list  of  applications 
for  licences  to  erect  houses  for  private  enterprise.  There  are 
many  more  who  would  like  to  undertake  the  erection  of  a house 
for  their  own  occupation,  but  the  increased  costs  of  building 
and  increased  rates  of  interest  on  loans,  coupled  with  the 
economic  situation  are  tending  to  curtail  the  number  likely  to 
proceed . 

The  occupation  of  caravans  is  still  increasing,  and  the 
annual  output  of  caravans  in  the  Country  has  been  maintained. 

The  reasons  for  the  tremendous  increase  are  in  the  main  due  to 
either,  the  need  for  a home  by  the  homeless,  or  to  a less  extent, 
the  increase  in  holidays  in  many  trades  and  professions..  It  is 
fairly  certain  that  the  majority  of  the-  occupiers  would  prefer 
to  invest  their  money  in  a permanent  home  if  such  could  be 
obtained  at  a reasonable  cost.  On  the  ether  hand  there  are 
people  who  purchased  caravans  as  temporary  homes  who  now  state 
that  owing  to  changed  circumstances  they  will  continue  to  occupy 
these  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  what  was  intended  as  a tem- 
porary measure  will  become  more  or  less  permanent. 

There  has  undoubtedly  been  great  activity  in  house  building 
in  this  district,  and  the  number  completed  by  this  Council, 
Cheltenham  Corporation,  the  Bishop’s  Cleeve  Housing  Association 
and  Private  Enterprise  during  the  year  amounted  to  387.  an  increase 
of  66  over  the  previous  year.  Taken  at  an  average  of  approximately 
3 I persons  per  house  it  means  that  approximately  1,35$  persons 
have  been  found  permanent  accommodation  in  new  houses  in  this 
district  during  the  year  by  one  or  other  of  the  bodies  mentioned. 

Temporary  Housing. 


As  mentioned  in  my  repert  last  year,  I have  included 
accommodation  on  former  camp  sites  under  this  heading.  * few 
additional  families  have  been  found  accommodation  at  Stoke 
Orchard  and  Witccmbe,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  Council  has  been 
able  to  re-house  in  permanent  houses  the  remainder  of  the  fam- 
ilies who  were  housed  in  the  unsatisfactory  dwellings  at  Northway 
and  Elkstcne  Grounds,  and  clearance  of  the  temporary  dwellings 
on  these  sites  was  effected. 

Generally  speaking  the  maintenance  work  per  building  on 
these  former  camp  sites  is  increasing,  but  at  the  same  time  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  accommodation  provided  on  these 

/ sites 
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sites  has  enabled  many  families  to  have  a separate  home. 

Without  such  accommodation  they  would  still  have  been  sharing 
with  ether  families,  an  arrangement  which  in  the  majority  of 
cases  leads  to  discontent,  unhappiness,  and  a lower  standard 
cf  family  life  and  relationship.  In  quite  a number  of  cases 
the  occupants  cf  these  temporary  dwellings  h°ve  been  allocated 
houses.  \s  scon  as  one  of  the  dwellings  is  vacated  it  is  again 
filled  unless  the  condition  of  the  structure  is  such  as  to 
warrant  demolition.  The  number  occupied  has,  in  fact  been  reduced 
from  198  to  164. 

The  following  figures  will  illustrate  the  work  involved  in 
dealing  with  these  sites: 


No.  of  Dwellings  at  end  of  1951  154 

No.  of  Repair  Orders  completed  by  Contractors 
(not  including  conversions  or  matters 
arising  therefrom)  241 

No.  cf  Repair  Orders  completed  by 

Council's  Staff  206 

No.  cf  visits  (Repairs  and  Supervising 

Conversions)  816 


Other  Activities  in  Housing. 

Owing  to  the  need  for  concentrating  cn  the  prevision  of 
more  houses  it  has  net  been  possible  to  undertake  a great  deal 
of  work  under  the  Housing  :\ct,  1936.  The  repair  of  many  houses 
is  an  urgent  necessity,  and  the  difficulty  in’ enforcing  repair 
notices  has  been  previously  stressed.  Many  cf  the  cottages  in 
the  district  are  let  at  comparatively  low  rents.  The  Housing 
Act,  1936  has  not  been  amended  and  action  has  still  to  be  taken 
under  the  sections,  which  in  effect,  say  that  repairs  can  be 
enforced  where  they  can  be  undertaken  at  a "reasonable  cost". 

A further  difficulty  is  that  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  repairs, 
many  owners  who  are  otherwise  willing,  are  unable  to  carry  out 
repairs  as  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  do  not  permit  any  increase 
in  rent  to  cover  same. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  obtained  during  the 
year:- 

HO USING-  ACTS 


Under  the  Housing  Act  the  following  figures  relate: - 


Housing  inspections  or  re-visits  110 

List  of  Housing  Repairs  and  Improvements . 

No.  cf  Informal  Notices  served  52 

No.  complied  with  41 

Roofs  repaired  9 

Ceilings  repaired  9 

Floors  repaired  3 

Drains  cr  drainage  systems  repaired 

cr  renewed  9 

Water  supplies  improved  * 3 

Plasterwork  repaired  10 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  9 


Requisitioned  Properties. 

At  the  end  cf  1951  "the  Council  held  under  Requisitioning 
power  31  properties  which  gave  accommodation  to  40  families. 

It  is  the  policy  to  de-requisition  these  properties,  and  during 
1951  six  properties  were  released  to  the  owners. 
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The  following  figures  relate  to  these  properties: - 


Orders  for  repairs  completed  by 

Council’s  workmen  10 

Orders  for  repairs  completed  by 

Contractors  . . . . 50 

No.  of  visits  to  inspect  95 

Repairs  to  Council  Houses 


Repairs  to  Council  Houses  are  generally  carried  out  by 
direct  labour,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  employed  a total 
of  twelve  men  upon  this  work  (not  including  the  part  time  of 
the  For  emefi ) • The  following  figures  show  the  work  carried  out: 

No.  of  Houses  repairable  by  the  Council  at 


the  end  of  1951  (others  will  be  released 
from  Contractors  from  time  to  time)  641 

No.  of  Repair  Orders  completed  by  the 
Council’s  staff  (an  Order  may  contain 
several  items)  766 

No.  of  Repair  Orders  completed  by 
Contractors,  including  Electricity 
and  Gas 235 

Total  1001 

No.  of  houses  overhauled  and 

redecorated  externally  84 

No.  of  houses  redecorated  internally 

on  change  of  tenancy 19 

No.  of  defective  grates  replaced  16 

No.  of  defective  sets  of  firebricks  replaced  58 

No.  of  defective  sinks  replaced  7 

No.  of  defective  sanitary  pails  replaced  ...  7 

No.  of  N.C.  basins  replaced  5 

No.  of  defective  rain  water  tanks  replaced  . 3 


No.  of  defective  draining  boards  replaced  . . 28 

No.  of  heuses  having  gas  coppers  installed 


by  Council  ...............................  9 

No.  of  cast  iron  coppers  replaced  5 

No.  of  gates  renewed  6 

No.  of  gate  posts  renewed  26 

No.  of  visits  to  Council  Heuses  for 

various  purposes  1869 


No.  of  visits  in  connection  .with  Contractors 

maintenance  period  (net  included  above)  . 238 


No.  of  cases  where  damage  has  been 

repaired  at  the  tenants  expense  3 

No.  of  applications  to  erect  Television 

aerials  dealt  with  48 
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BUILDING  BYE-LAWS 


The  wcrk  in  connection  with  the  Building  Bye-Laws  has 
increased  during  the  year  as  will  be  seen  by  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  houses  erected  or  in  course  of  erection. 
The  following  figures  relate  to  wcrk  in  connection  with  the 
receipt  of  plans  luring  the  year:- 


* 

Total  number  of  plans  received  . . 256 

Total  number  of  plans  withdrawn  4 

Total  number  of  plans  considered  252 

No.  of  plans  re-submitted  57 

Total  considered  by  Committee  289 

Total  number  of  plans  approved  - Permanent  . . . 256 
" " " " M - Temporary  ...  13 

Total  number  of  plans  disapproved  20 

Temporary  Approvals  renewed  10 

Plans  declared  of  no  effect  1 

Temporary  Buildings  removed  2 

No.  of  visits  to  properties  and  sites  1427 

No.  of  houses  completed  by  the  Council  100 

No.  of  houses  completed  by  the  Housing 

Association  103 

No.  of  houses  completed  by  Private  Enterprise.  27 

No.  of  houses  converted  to  more  dwellings,.  .. 

or  other  buildings  converted  11 

No.  completed  by  other  Authorities  151 


Each  plan  when  received  is  checked  and  acknowledged  and 
if  there  is  any  discrepancy  and  time  permits,  the  owner's  and 
Architect's  attention  is  drawn  to  this  with  a view  to  the 
necessary  alterations  being  made  prior  to  consideration  by 
the  Committee. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  to  inspect  wcrk  at  the  following 
stages  - excavation  of  foundations,  completion  cf  concrete 
foundations,  dompeourse,.  roofing,  testing  of  drains,  installation 
cf  fittings,  and  final  completion. 

In  a number  of  cases,  the  owners  of  houses  have  obtained 
loans  through  the'  Council  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949?  and  in 
such  cases  more  frequent  inspections  are  made,  and  the  ^ork  is 
closely  checked  before  certificates  are  issued  for  payments. 

Control  cf  Civil  Building  Regulations . 

Under  these  Regulations  the  Council  are  still  responsible 
for  the  issuing  of  licences  for  repairs  and  renovating  of 
dwellings  where  the  value  cf  work  exceeds  £100  during  the  year. 
The  Council  also  issue  licences  for  the  erection  of  new  houses 
by  private  enterprise.  The  Regulations  for  limiting  the  value 
of  licences  are  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  In  common  with  other  Authorities  the  Council's 
quota  for  repairs  was  reduced  because  of  the  national  need  for 
economy.  The  increase  in  the  costs  of  building  ^erks  has  also 
reduced  the  volume  of  work  which  can  be  executed  within  the 
financial  limits  set  by  the  Ministry. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  many  applications  for  licences 
for  repairs  were  outstanding  because  the  Council's  Monetary 
Allowance  had  been  allocated.  • ■ ' ' 

During  the  year  the  Council  were-  authorised  to  issue 
licences  for  the  erection  of  fourteen  houses  by  private  enter- 
prise, and  the  cheesing  cf  the  successful  applicants  from  a 
list  numbering  approximately  180  was  undertaken  by  a special 
Sub-Committee  approved  for  the  purpose.  In  addition  ten 
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/licences 


licences  "to  erect  houses  by  private  enterprise  were  issued 
on  behalf  of  the  Cheltenham  Borough,  and  one  on  behalf  of 
Charlton  Kings  Urban  District  Council. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  the  work  during  the  year: 


Applications  received  245 

Licences • granted  150 

Applications • submitted  to  the 

Ministry  of  .V  orks  112 

No.  of  visits  prior  to  the  issue 

of  licences  262 


When  authority  is  given  for  a licence  to  be  issued, 
copies  of  the  same  have  to  be  supplied  to  the  Regional  Office 
of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  together  with 
the  application  for  the  licence  so  that  they  can  issue  the 
timber  licence.  In  addition  to  this,  a copy  of  each  building 
licence  for  a new  house  is  sent  to  the  Central  Land  Board, 
Bristol,  to  inform  them  that  Development  is  due  to  proceed. 

The  duty  of  checking  the  requirements  of  controlled 
materials  is  placed  on  the  Local  Authority. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 


Under  this  heading  has  been  included  the  work  in 
connection  with  milk  supply,  infectious  diseases,  water  supply, 
nuisances,  disinfestations,  tents,  vans  and  sheds,  factories 
and  workshops,  pollution  of  streams,  inspection  of  food 


premises  and  public  conveniences  etc.  The  following  figures 
show  the  activities  during  the  year:- 

N o . of  complaints  received  or  nuisances 

discovered  67 

Nuisances  abated  62 

Complaints  not  justified  5 

Informal  Notices  sent  45 

Statutory  Notices  served  7 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  7 

Notices  to  number  houses  274 

No.  of  visits  in  connection  with  the 

above  items  178 

Premises  disinfected  12 

Premises  disinfested  8 

No.  of  visits  re  disinfestation  8 

New  drainage  systems  installed  69 

Visits  to  new  drainage  systems  155 

No.  of  visits  to  public  conveniences  95 

Infectious  Disease  visits  56 


INSPECTION  OF  FOODS 


The  following  foodstuffs  have  been  condemned: 


Cwts  . 

Qrs . 

lbs  . 

0 zs . 

Tinned  Fruit  

5 

— 

15 

11 

Tinned  Vegetables  

1 

1 

6 

Tinned  Fish  

2 

i 

~2 

Tinned  Meat  ' 

2 

15 

9 

Smoked  Ham  . 

25 

8 

Mincemeat  . 

14-| 

6 

1 

5 

1 
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/Liquids 


Liquids 


Milk  80  f 1 . ozs. 

Soup  26i  " " 


Total  106|  M 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds. 

There  has  been  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  van 
dwellers  during  the  year.  With  the  exception  of  the  site  at 
The  Wharf,  Coombe  Hill  the  sites  have  been  well  maintained, 
and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  against  the 
licensees . 

The  legislation  now  in  force  requires  amendment  to  bring 
it  into  line  with  modern  conditions  and  to  eliminate  weaknesses 
and  defects. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  the  activities  in  this 
section  during  the  year:- 


No.  of  new  applications  for  licences  received  ...  102 

No.  of  new  applications  approved  (private  sites).  77 

No.  of  new  applications  approved  (Council  sites).  12 

No.  cf  new  applications  disapproved  8 

No.  of  applications  withdrawn  5 

No.  cf  visits  to  sites  127 

No.  of  previous  licences  renewed  9 


Sewage  Disposal. 

The  year  has  brought  'further  problems  in  connection  with 
the  question  of  sewage  disposal.  Owing  to  the  increase  in 
population  and  the  number  of  factories  and  workshops,  the  load 
upon  most  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  grown  'during  t"he  last  few 
years . 

The  Council  had  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  schemes  for 
extending  sewers  at  Bishop’s  Cleeve,  Woodmancote  and  Southern, 
and  for  improving  and  enlarging  the  Brockhampton  .Vorks.  In  the 
case  cf  the  Prestbury  Works,  a scheme  has  been  prepared  and 
submitted  for  approval,  whereby  mest  cf  the  sewage  will  be  dealt 
with  at  the  Corporation  Works,  and  the  Ministry's  decision  is 
awaited . 

The  other  schemes  which  were  approved  at  the  same  time,  as 
the  one  for  Brockhampton  are  as  follows 

(1)  The  sewering  cf  Stavertcn,  Bamfurlong,  The  Reddings, 
Badgeworth  and  the  picking  up  of  the  existing  works  at 
Shurdington  into  one  large  scheme.  It  is  proposed  that 
the  drainage  from  these  areas  shall  be  pumped  to,  and 
treated  at  the  Cheltenham  Corporation  Disposal  Works. 
Estimated  cost:  £68,350. 

(2)  The  sewering  of  Birdlip,  prevision  of  a Sewage  Disposal 
Works  for  same.  Estimated  cost:  £13,760. 

(3)  The  sewering  of  Sncwshill,  provision  cf  a Sewage  Disposal 
Works  for  same.  Estimated  cost:  £9,000. 

(4)  The  extension  of  the  sewer  at  Little  Witcombe. 

Estimated  cost:  £2,400. 
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(5)  The  improvement  of  the  existing  sewerage  scheme  at 
Great  Washbqurne , and  the  provision  cf  a Dispcsnl 
Works  for  same.  Estimated  cost:  £3,340. 


There  are  a number  of  villages  still  requiring  the 
provision  cf  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  ^rorks.  The  Council 
has  rightly  agreed  to  a programme  for  the  works  already 
mentioned  as  there  are  limits  to  the  ^orks  which  can  be  under- 
taken at  any  one  time.  When  conditions  permit  further  schemes 
to  be  put  in  hand  it  is  generally  agreed  that  the  outstanding 
case  is  the  village  of  Gotherington,  where  conditions  are  very 
unsatisfactory.  Other  villages  which  should  come  in  for  early 
consideration  include  Buckland,  Coberlcy,  Laverton,  Dumbleton, 
Toddington,  Twyning  and  Swindon. 

Samples  cf  sewage  effluents  were  taken  periodically  at 
the  Council's  sewage  works  and  27  samples  were  submitted  for 
analysis.  Four  effluent  samples  were  taken  from  private 
disposal  systems. 

Water  Supplies. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  further  extensions  and 
improvements  to  the  water  supply  in  the  District,  including 
the  follc-wing:- 

Worming! an  and  Durnbleton:  Extension  of  mains. 

Tender  price:  £12,091* 

Cleeve  Hill  Pumping  Station 

to  Dixtcn  Reservoir:  Provision  cf  pumps,  pumping 

station  and  new  mains.  Tender  price:  £19,396. 


All  supplies  are  chlorinated  and  samples  periodically 
submitted  for  analysis. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  samples  submitted  from  the 
Council's  supply  totalled  24,  and  from  private  sources  31* 

During  the  year  the  number  cf  new  connections  to  the 
mains  totalled  415,  of  these  193  connections  were  made  to  the 
Council's  mains,  24  to  Gloucester  Rural  District  Council's 
mains,  and  198  to  Cheltenham  Corporation ’ s mains. 

The  total  lengthof  cast  iron  distributor  mains  owned  by  the 
Council  of  diameters  from  2-7  inches  is  approximately  103  miles. 
In  addition  there  arc  very  long  lengths  of  galvanised  pipes  and 
approximately  miles  cf  3 and  4 inch  mains  between  the  springs 
and  reservoir. 


Refuse  and  Salvage 

Regular  collections  cf  house  refuse  are  made  throughout  the 
district.  Weekly  collections  are  made  in  the  built  up  areas, 
fortnightly  in  the  villages,  and  monthly  in  the  more  remote  and 
scattered  areas. 

The  controlled  method  cf  tipping  is  undertaken,  and  refuse 
is  tipped  at  Gotherington  Fields,  Shurdington,  Snowshill  and 
Prestbury . 

The  site  at  Prestbury  is  rapidly  being  filled,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  little  room  will  be  available  after  a further 
twelve  months  service. 
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The  collection  of  waste  paper  was  continued  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  sale  of  salvaged  materials  amounted  to  £784. 


Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

On  the  1st  April,  1950  the  Council  became  responsible  for 
the  destruction  of  Pests  under  the  above  Act. 

During  1951  the  Pest  Operator  has  made  the  following 
visits  and  treatments 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of  Premises 

Premises 

Visits . 

inspected  (inc- 

Treated . 

luding  the 
clearing  of  baits) 

Cheltenham  R.D.C.  premises. 

117 

351 

114 

Other  premises  in  the 

Cheltenham  Rural  District. 

433 

1278 

392 

Premises  in  Tewkesbury 
Borough . 

115 

309 

32 

665 

1938 

538 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  and  visited  - 164. 

In  addition  to  the  above  work,  the  undermentioned  sewerage 
systems  were  treated  during  June,  and  the  infested  sewers  again 
treated  during  October  and  November: 

Bishop's  Cleeve  Prestbury 

Shurdington  Winchoombe. 

Tewkesbury  Borough 


S U Ml  M A R Y 

The  foregoing  report  deals  with  the  principal  sections, 
but  during  the  year  there  were  other  fields  cf  activity  such 
as  dangerous  structures,  public  rights-of-way,  Petroleum 
Regulations,  inspection  of  housing  sites  etc.  These  have 
entailed  many  visits  and  inspections. 

The  summary  of  the  visits,  apart  from  the  maiintenance  of 
the  Council's  Water  Supplies  or  the  Clerk  cf  Works  on  Housing, 
Water  or  Sewerage  Schemes,  is  as  follows: - 


New  Council  Housing  Sites  264 

Temporary  Housing  816 

Housing  Act  Inspections  110 

Requisitioned  Properties  95 

Council  House  Repairs  1869 

New  Council  Houses  Maintenance  Inspections  238 

Building  Bye-Law  Inspections 1427 

Control  of  Civil  Building  262 

Public  Health  (Nuisances,  Statutory  Notices  etc.).  47 C 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  164 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  etc  127 

Sewage  Disposal  393 

Water  supply  105 

Refuse  and  Salvage  340 

Public  Rights  of  Way  31 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act  26 

Miscellaneous  visits  175 

Attendance  at  meetings  134 

- 20  - Total  TcTo 


4,927 


No.  of  communications  dispatched  from 

Office  in  the  year  

The  year  has  again  been  one  of  increased  activity,  and 
I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  good  work 
they  have  lone  during  the  year,  and  for  the  friendly  and  close 
co-operation  which  has  prevailed  throughout. 

Finally,  I -would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members 
of  the  Council  for  the  kindness  and  consideration  which  they 
have  afforded  when  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  Departments. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G on t lemon, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.H.  ROSSER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor. 
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